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Mustard Tree Art Productions, a ministry of Fellowship Bible, issued a call 
to artists via statewide newspaper advertisements, targeted direct mail, 
and contact with the directors of art departments in every college and 
university in the state. From January through March 2005, artists 
responded until the total participants reached 155. Total number of entries 
climbed to 290 with works in various media including paintings, drawings 
and sculpture.  

by Karen Campbell  
 
Many people are familiar with Psalm 23, but
what images do shepherds conjure for artists
across the state of Arkansas? How would they
depict the "valley of the shadow of death"?
What media would best express this oft-read
psalm to today's audiences? 
 
Fellowship Bible Church and the arts
community surrounding Little Rock, Arkansas,
answered those questions earlier this year
when the church sponsored its first juried
exhibition of fine arts related to the well-
known OId Testament passage for artists in
the area. 

“He Leads Me  
to Quiet Places” 
Janis Gill Ward  

before joining the church's worship department two years ago, took notice 
of the artists' positive responses to both the opportunity to gather with 
one another, as well as show their work at no cost. The exhibit required 
no entry fee and was free to the public.  

 
“Mind Games”  
Holly Moore 

The winners were announced and all entries
were unveiled to the public the first weekend
in June, with more than 1500 people from the
community touring the exhibit of the various
expressions of "Exploring the 23rd Psalm," the
theme selected for interpretation. Eighty-five
percent of the entries were from non-church
members; some entries came from non-
Christians. 
 
"The purpose of the event was to encourage
people to explore the scripture for their
inspiration, to get into the word of God,"
explained event coordinator Lynette Behrendt,
who began the project with a staff and
volunteer team in September 2004. "We
wanted to reach out to the art community and
they responded very well." 
 
Behrendt, a graphic designer for 27 years  

Faith Can't Be Bought  
The New York Times recently reported a poll finding that nearly 
80% of Americans earning under $30,000 a year believe faith 
in God is "very important," while only 54% of those earning 

The 400 slots for the Multi-Site 
Conference scheduled for October 
24-25 in Naperville, IL, have been 
filled, and a Spring Multi-Site 
Conference has been scheduled for 
May 8-9, 2006 in Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

 

broadcasts will help church leaders 
take advantage of the outreach 
opportunity provided by the soon-
to-be-released major motion 
picture, The Chronicles of Narnia: 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, and move to a deeper 
level of authentic Christian 
community in "The Connecting 
Church."  

Multi-Site Conference 
Sold Out; Second 
Event Planned 

[Read More]

CCN Events Hit 
"Narnia" and "The 
Connecting Church"  
Upcoming Christian 
Communication Network 

[Read More]

We are not separate churches, but 
a community that worships in two 
places. Leadership Network's 
resources, models of ministry and 
ministry philosophies have 
challenged my thinking and helped 
me think creatively about our 
church. 
 
John Alice, Lead Pastor 
Livingwater campus, Stillwater 
United Methodist Church 
Dayton, Ohio 
www.stillwaterumc.org 
 
To read about Stillwater UMC's 
expansion through a partnership 
with a local YMCA, go to: 
Connections.  

Leadership 
Network has 
encouraged me 
to think in 
different ways. 
It has helped me
define and look 
into how we can 
become one 
church in two 
locations. 



 

January through March 2005, artists responded until the total participants reached 155. Total number of entries 
climbed to 290 with works in various media including paintings, drawings and sculpture.  
 

 

by Karen Campbell  
 
Many people are familiar with Psalm 23, but what images do shepherds conjure for
artists across the state of Arkansas? How would they depict the "valley of the
shadow of death"? What media would best express this oft-read psalm to today's
audiences? 
 
Fellowship Bible Church and the arts community surrounding Little Rock, Arkansas,
answered those questions earlier this year when the church sponsored its first juried
exhibition of fine arts related to the well-known OId Testament passage for artists in
the area.  
 
Mustard Tree Art Productions, a ministry of Fellowship Bible, issued a call to artists
via statewide newspaper advertisements, targeted direct mail, and contact with the
directors of art departments in every college and university in the state. From  

“He Leads Me  
to Quiet Places” 
Janis Gill Ward  

 
“Mind Games”  

Holly Moore 

The winners were announced and all entries were unveiled to the public the first
weekend in June, with more than 1500 people from the community touring the
exhibit of the various expressions of "Exploring the 23rd Psalm," the theme selected
for interpretation. Eighty-five percent of the entries were from non-church
members; some entries came from non-Christians.  
 
"The purpose of the event was to encourage people to explore the scripture for their
inspiration, to get into the word of God," explained event coordinator Lynette
Behrendt, who began the project with a staff and volunteer team in September
2004. "We wanted to reach out to the art community and they responded very well."
 
Behrendt, a graphic designer for 27 years before joining the church's worship
department two years ago, took notice of the artists' positive responses to both the
opportunity to gather with one another, as well as show their work at no cost. The
exhibit required no entry fee and was free to the public.  
 
She said most artists were initially overwhelmed when they arrived at the church to
exhibit, and discovered so many volunteers prepared to meet their needs. All entries
were included in the sale and exhibit.  

"It was a wonderful experience for me to talk with the artists and to hear how important it was for them to have 
an outlet to paint works from the Word, from Scripture--an outlet not just for sale but exhibit," she said.  
 
Fellowship Bible Church Pastor Tim Lundy interpreted the four focal passages of Psalm 23 for the artists in a 
workshop held months before the pieces were due. The artists were directed to focus on The Shepherd's 
Provision, The Shepherd's Protection, The Shepherd's Care or The Shepherd's Promise.  
 
Juried selection of one work from each of the four Passages received a Purchase Award of $1,500 and will now 
become part of the permanent collection at Fellowship Bible Church. The Juror, Barbara Satterfield, Director of 
Baum Gallery of Fine Art at the University of Central Arkansas in Conway, also chose a grouping of works from 
each of the four themes to receive special recognition. These works provided visual support for a Sunday 
morning teaching series conducted in concert with the exhibition.  
 
Broc Randall, a Little Rock artist who works full time as a web designer and part time as a fine artist, won for 
"Comfort," his pen and ink interpretation of the first three verses of the Psalm.  
 
The winner for the Passage Two category, which focused on verse 4 and the "valley of the shadow of death" was 
Deborah Allen. She entitled her mixed media piece "Bitahon" and integrated images from the New Testament as 
well as current day.  
 



"Christ walked throughout the valley of the shadow of death on our behalf," Allen said. "My intent was to meld 
this truth with others in hopes of challenging the viewer to contemplate the less obvious truths of Psalm 23."  
 
"Healing Oil,"a pastel by Wanda J. Herman, won for its depiction of verse 5 and the Shepherd's care.  
 
Another mixed media piece called "House of Promise" by Nancy Dunaway was recognized as the best 
interpretation of the final verse of the Psalm. Dunaway specifically addressed the phrase, "and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." 
 
"To me, that phrase offers a really wonderful promise of safe, secure, passage to the next phase of existence 
wrapped in a cloak of love and joy," Dunaway explained. "The 'House of the Lord' to me is multifaceted, maybe a 
little battered on the outside from wear, but strong and secure, warm, joyful and welcoming and glowing from 
within."  
 
Ed Lowry, the creative arts director for Fellowship Bible, provides leadership and vision to Mustard Tree Art 
Productions which includes a theatrical company that produces an annual stage play each fall. Lowry said plans 
are underway for future opportunities.  
 
"We are excited that Mustard Tree Art Productions can offer the community additional opportunities for 
communication and connection around a wide variety of artistic expression," he said. "We are continuing to 
explore ways to encourage and embrace artists."  
 
Discussions regarding future events include the possibility of expanding the experience to take on more of a 
festival feel with a wider variety of artistic expression beyond an emphasis on fine arts. Behrendt said she and 
her team learned several lessons to apply to next year's exploration of "The Creation" as the event theme. For 
one thing, they will include categories for both youth and photography. They also will continue the very 
beneficial online option for entries, and the schedule will change from the busy summer season to an early 
spring exhibition.  
 
Selected works can be viewed at www.mustardtreearts.com  



$150,000 plus claimed the same level of importance for their 
faith. (Outreach 9-10/05) 

  

Bible Surfing on the Web  
Zondervan Publishers has launched a free Internet-based Bible 
search tool at www.zondervanbiblesearch.com. The web site 
provides Internet users with eight Bible translations: TNIV, 
NIV, Amplified Bible, NASB Updated, NIRV, KJV, KJV 
Apocrypha, Darby Bible and the ASV. Other translations will be 
included as they become available. (Christian e-tailing 
9/15/05)  

  

Younger Audience Keeps Religion Books Hot  
Religious books, which increased in sales by 11 percent in 
2004, are on course to increase another 9 percent this year. 
Surprisingly, the average age of buyers of religious books is 38, 
and the largest age group (representing 28 percent of buyers) 
is between 25 and 34. (Publishers Weekly, May 23)  

 
Find these and other past Advance articles at our archives: 
 

 

A Vision to Transform a Nation

The Way of Jesus: A Journey of Freedom for Pilgrims and Wanderers

Inside the Multi-Site Revolution

Widening the Funnel of 
Ministry  
A powerful transformation is 
happening as churches across the 
nation realize a potent truth: God 
is extending His reign through acts 
of service to local communities, 
and these good deeds are 
becoming a catalyst for spiritual 
good news and transformed lives. 
 
In Widening the Funnel in 
Externally Focused Churches, you 
will get a glimpse at how hundreds 
of people descending on three 
neglected schools in Boulder, CO 
opened the door to good will and 
laid the foundation for deeper 
impact.  
 
You can download this resource for 
$9.95 at www.leadnet.org.  



 
This Leadership Network event brings together three innovative pioneer churches in the Multi-Site movement to 
provide information, know-how and strategies for launching or maximizing a Multi-Site ministry.  
 
Whether you are in the investigation, implementation or "help now" phase of the Multi-Site arena, teams from 
North Coast Church (Vista, CA), Community Christian Church (Naperville, IL) and Seacoast Church (Charleston, 
SC) have crafted this conference to address the whats, whys and hows of dynamic Multi-Site ministry.  
 
Visit www.multi-site.org for more information or to register for the spring event.  
 
  
 
 

 
In two separate "Narnia Outreach Training" broadcasts--Thursday, Oct. 20 and Thursday, Nov. 3--participants 
will join Doug Gresham, co-producer of the film and stepson of C.S. Lewis, and Michael Flaherty, president of 
Walden Media and visionary for the film, to learn how churches can use the motion picture as an outreach tool in 
the community. The program also will include exclusive clips from the movie. For more information, you can go 
to: www.ccn.tv. 
 
Randy Frazee, author of The Connecting Church and a Teaching Pastor at Willow Creek Community Church, will 
share lessons he has learned about transforming a church into a community that goes beyond its small-group 
programs and breaks through individualism and isolationism to create real connection. For more information on 
this Tuesday, Oct. 25 broadcast, click here: www.ccn.tv.  

Multi-Site Conference Sold Out; Second Event Planned 
The 400 slots for the Multi-Site Conference scheduled for October 24-25 in Naperville, IL, have been 
filled, and a Spring Multi-Site Conference has been scheduled for May 8-9, 2006 in Charleston, South 
Carolina

CCN Events Hit "Narnia" and "The Connecting Church"  
Upcoming Christian Communication Network broadcasts will help church leaders take advantage of the 
outreach opportunity provided by the soon-to-be-released major motion picture, The Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, and move to a deeper level of authentic Christian 
community in "The Connecting Church." 


