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Connection Story: Sports and Life
Transformation

Next generation pastor Brad Bell sees the fun
in ministry and encourages others to exercise
their creativity for Kingdom causes. Read how

Strong FD!'ECEIST.’ one simple idea of hosting neighborhood

teti sports--mixed with a "let's do more" kind of
Larger Churches Optimmtlc DESP&E Recessigmw Pressures thinking--exploded into a multi-level system of

by Ronald E. Keener life transformation.
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Internet Campuses Launching at a Brisk
Pace

74% of surveyed

churches expect
increased income Yammer vs. Twitter for Church Staff?

in200%.

How to Help Those In Need After
Hurricane Ike

Question of the Week: Have You Seen a
Successful Church Merger?

When an Entire Church Values
Recovery 24 PODCAST

The story of Christian Assembly Church
(Eagle Rock, CA) shows what can happen when
an entire church values recovery ministry.




Senior Pastor Mark Pickerill and leader Jim
Church Healthcare Network to Serve America's Uninsured Cosby share with Warren Bird the journey that
ECHO, Empowering Church Healthcare Outreach, is making steady caused the congregation to embrace grace and
progress in providing quality medical care to America's uninsured. After openness in every aspect of the church's
working with Leadership Network to build a Leadership Community of ministry.
churches involved in healthcare ministries, ECHO was launched in 2007 to

empower more churches to get engaged in providing healthcare to people e
in need in their communities.
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Reasons Young Adults Drop Out of Church

Earlier this year, LifeWay Research released a study on reasons 18 to
22 year olds drop out of church. According to the study, 70% of young
adults ages 23-30 stopped attending church regularly for at least a year
between ages 18-22.

MOREw > Missional Renaissance: Facilitating the
Transition to a Missional Mindset

Breaking Down the Age Barriers - How
B Churches Are Becoming Intentionally

The Whys Eehind the Movement: The
b Significance of Recovery Ministry in

> How Missional Leaders Cast Vision,
Capture Culture and Create Moverment

Nearly Half of Web Users Search Daily

On a typical day, 49% of U.S. Internet users use search technology to
either find web sites or search within a particular site, up from about 30%
in 2004 and 40% in 2005, according to the Pew Internet & American Life
Project, a unit of Pew Research Center.
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Strong Forecast
Larger Churches Optimistic Despite Recessionary Pressures
by Ronald E. Keener

74% of surveyed
churches expect
increased income
in2009.

Average ratio
of staff members
to church
attendees: 1:45




Most likely
staff pay
increase: 3.1%

Largest churches
expect to
increase spending
in missions,
facilities and
communications.
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Church Healthcare Network to Serve
America's Uninsured

ECHO, Empowering Church Healthcare Outreach, is
making steady progress in providing quality
medical care to America's uninsured. After working
with Leadership Network to build a Leadership
Community of churches involved in healthcare
ministries, ECHO was launched in 2007 to
empower more churches to get engaged in
providing healthcare to people in need in their
communities.




With a goal to start 10,000 primary-care clinics by 2030 and provide quality medical care for more than 20 million uninsured
people in the United States, it is currently helping 9 churches--four in Texas--start clinics.

"It is so clearly an extension of the gospel," says Tim Dammon, executive director of ECHO. "Jesus himself clearly called the
church to be engaged with the poor and to meet needs. When I sit down and talk to pastors, there has not been one who has
said that this is not what the New Testament church ought to be doing. I think that is what makes me so passionate about
this."

ECHO recently signed a memorandum of understanding with the Baptist General Convention of Texas documenting the groups'
mutual interest to help affiliated churches launch healthcare ministries. Dammon also plans to attend the BGCT annual
meeting to inform pastors how their churches can start primary-care clinics. Read the following article that describes how a
Tyler, TX church was helped.

b Related Link

Reasons Young Adults Drop Out of Church
Earlier this year, LifeWay Research released a study
on reasons 18 to 22 year olds drop out of church.
According to the study, 70% of young adults ages
23-30 stopped attending church regularly for at
least a year between ages 18-22.

In most cases, the decision to leave was not
planned far in advance. Only 20% of these "church
dropouts" agree that while they were attending
church regularly in high school they "planned on
taking a break from church once [they] finished
high school."

Life changes or life situations cause young people to leave the church. In fact, 97% of dropouts list one or more specific life-
change issues as a reason they left church. Six of the top 10 reasons church dropouts leave relate to life changes.

The most frequent reason for leaving church is, in fact, a self-imposed change, "I simply wanted a break from
church" (27%).

The paths toward college and the workforce are also strong reasons for young people to leave church: "I moved to college
and stopped attending church" (25%) and "work responsibilities prevented me from attending" (23%).

58% of church dropouts selected at least one church or pastor-related reason for leaving church. Most common was,
"church members seemed judgmental or hypocritical" (26%). Another 20% "didn't feel connected to the people in my
church."

b Related Link

Nearly Half of Web Users Search Daily

On a typical day, 49% of U.S. Internet users use
search technology to either find web sites or search
within a particular site, up from about 30% in 2004
and 40% in 2005, according to the Pew Internet &
American Life Project, a unit of Pew Research
Center.

Pew found that the use of Internet search rises
along with education and income. Among
consumers with incomes of $50,000 or more, at
least 56% search on a typical day, compared to
less than 40% for those with incomes under
$50,000. While 66% of college graduates are likely
to search on a typical day, the figure is 32% for
consumers with no more than a high school
diploma.
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